Grays Harbor
Regional Fire Authority
Meeting Minutes/Notes
Thursday, June 04, 2009

18:30 — 20:00
Central Park Fire Hall

Introductions — The following people introduced themselves. Chief
Prater (GHFD#2), Chief Walkington (MFD), Chris Hutchings (Monte City
Council), Rich Klinger (Monte City Council), Brian Schumacher (Monte City
Council), Dale Hensley (GHFD#2 Commissioner), Paul Dean (GHFD#2
Commissioner), Nick Dunjic (GHFD#2 Commissioner), Chief Been
(Westport), Russ McClintock (SBA), Lester Willis (GHFD#2 Brady vol.),
Mike Whittaker (Citizen), D.C. Larry Willis (GHFD#2 Brady vol.), Capt.
Corey Rux (MFD/IAFF Local 1862), Lt. Adam Bigby (MFD/IAFF Local
1862), John Delia (GHFD#2/IAFF Local 4258), James Kuchciak
(GHFD#2/1AFF Local 4258), Ron Malizia (MFD vol.) :

How we got here? Chief Walkington provided a 3 minute presentation
on how we have come to these talks. In 1986 a study was done on the two
organizations and it was recommended then to consider consolidation back
then. In the 1990’s there were two meetings held on possible consolidation,
but it came out at that time it was not the right time or political environment to
make it happen. In 2005 a few meetings were held again to look at bringing to
the organizations together, which included Grays Harbor Fire District #5 but
due to some issues that GHFD#2 had with having GHFD#5 (primarily
funding issues and debt concerns) those talks stalled out but the Council and
Board directed the two Chief’s to work on bringing the two organizations
together in areas that could be done, which has been done in the areas of
medical supplies & training to name a couple. Then again in 2007 talks of a
much larger RFA that included Aberdeen, GHFD#2, Montesano, GHFD#5,.
Cosi, & Elma had a few meetings but again stalled out for one reason or
another. But again the two Chiefs were directed to continue to try to bring
District #2 and Montesano together in areas of operations, where they could.
The Chief’s have been working on an Automatic Mutual Aid for Structure
Fires. And that bring to tonight.

F_requ'ency of Meetings — After discussion it was decided to move
this to the end of the meeting to see what needs to be done.






